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Abstract

This research project is to find out the best guidelines of the conflict prevention
and management in water consumption and use for all stakeholders, who are being
affected by EEC (Eastern Economic Corridor) development and other development plans
in the EEC area as well as its association, according to the water resources management
issue between the demand for domestic, agricultural and industrial uses. The study area
covers 5 provinces in the east of Thailand, including Chachoengsao, Chonburi, Rayong,
Chanthaburi, and Sa Kaeo. The research objectives are to 1.Study the contextual
differences of the targeted areas, area backgrounds, and area-based water resources
management models defined by the government as well as the local community.
2.Forecast models and conflict conditions for water resources management which would
be existed in the study areas. 3.Define appropriate guidelines for conflict resolution and
management upon the contextual differences of the targeted areas. There are 3
significant questions for the study to be tracked down which are 1.What are the
contextual differences of the targeted areas? 2.What are the foreseen models and
conflict conditions for water resources management in the study areas? 3.What are the
appropriate guidelines for conflict resolution and management upon the contextual
differences of the targeted areas that would be accepted by local communities to
support the future development policies issued by the Thai government?

PAR (Participatory Action Research) is applied along with the main study. The
finding is about the management issue in water consumption and the use of the
targeted areas, as the result of huge demands for water reservoirs to catch the monsoon
rains for the uses in the dry season. They required the water grids between the reservoirs
via a complex piping system. The water demand for industrial use in the EEC area was
remarkably higher each year while the water reservoirs in the ECC area were inadequate
to supply. The cross-catchment management to get the water from other reservoirs

outside the EEC area is finally adopted to increase the water consumption in the EEC



area with a big warning for the unfair resources management against the stakeholders
who use the water reservoirs outside the EEC area on daily basis. This issue can be
solved by designing the water resources management system to supply these
stakeholders as the first priority. Through the meaningful public participation of these
stakeholders, they are able to justify the rest water consumption bringing to the EEC area
without conflict. The research provides the main argument that we shall have guidelines
for the conflict prevention and management in water consumption and use based on 2
levels which are 1.0Operation level in the targeted areas; it is the area-based guideline in
the boundary of province or sub-basin. It can be divided into two guidelines. One is
water demand management, the other is water quality management. 2.Policy level at
the big picture or at the basin level; It is the policy definition asking for every section and
every level who shall collaborate to move in the same direction. It can be classified into
two principles. One is the principle of the mega water development/management
project impact assessment, the other is the principle of meaningful public participation

for the water resources management by all stakeholders with conflict minimization.

Keywords: Conflict Prevention and Management, Water Consumption and Use, Eastern

Economic Corridor, Meaningful Public Participation
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